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Abstract

This study include extraction of volatile oil
from Ocimum basilicum leaves with steam
distillation method using clavenger devise,
which was 0.6 %.

Volatile oil of the O. basilicum leaves had
special aromatic odour, pale yellow color,
slightly pungent taste, not dissolved in water,
but it dissolved in some organic solvents like
ethanol, hexane, ether and chloroform. The
specific gravity, refractive index and optical
rotation were (0.9243), (1.5155) and (- 1.3)
respectively.  Regarding  the  chemical
properties, the acid number was (1.68),
saponification number was (48.6) and the
iodine number was (88.9).

The quantities and qualities of the volatile
oil were estimated by the high performance
liquid chromatography (HPLC) and it was
found that it contained 30 volatile compounds,
thirteen of them were recognized including a-



